1

Isaiah 50:4-9a		Philippians 5:5-11		John 12:12-19		Matthew 26:1-27

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

We often say the Nicene Creed in church.  Perhaps we have become so familiar with it, we forget how amazing the things are that we’re saying.  For instance, this section I just read – the section about Jesus – it says he is “very God” – the One by whom all things were made.  And this Light of Light “for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven and…was made man.”  

Immortal, Almighty God and finite, fragile man in one Person.  It’s incomprehensible really.  But we do try to understand it, because it’s important.  Jesus had to be both God and man to accomplish our salvation.  

Today is Palm Sunday.  We might read today’s gospel reading and suppose it talks about the divine nature of Christ.  Jesus is hailed as king!  Hosanna to the Son of David!  Descended from the royal line and entering the capital city while cheered by crowds of people.

Actually, these all point to Jesus’ humanity.  Jesus was born of Mary, and was legal child of Joseph.  Matthew traces Jesus’ ancestry back to David and Abraham.  Luke traces it all the way back to Adam.  Jesus is descended from a human family tree.  

Besides his ancestry, we see some very real signs of Jesus’ humanity as we read the Scriptures:

Matthew 4:2
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

John 19:28
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”

John 11:35
Jesus wept.

John 4:6
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.


Mark 8:11-12
The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven.  He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.”

These pieces of evidence are subtle, and might escape our notice, but when we read about Jesus being hungry or tired or frustrated, we understand that we have a God who knows our situation intimately because he experienced it himself.

But besides being true man, Jesus is also true God.  Scripture says it again and again:

John 1:1-2
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.

John 20:28
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Matthew 28:18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

Hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

And Scripture not only says that Jesus is God, but also shows it.  Jesus calmed storms and caught miraculous loads of fish; he walked on water, and fed thousands with small amounts of food.  Jesus healed injury, reversed blindness, and cleansed sickness.  Jesus even raised the dead.  Who has such power over nature?  Who can heal with a word?  Who can reverse death?  Only God.  

Is Jesus God?  Yes!  Our reading from Philippians today says it outright:  He is “in very nature God” (Philippians 2:6)

So Jesus is true man and true God, just like we say in the Nicene creed.

And why again is this so important?  Because if he was not man and God, Jesus could not save us.  

Why is it important that Jesus is man?  

Firstly, it’s important because as a man, Jesus did what Adam and Eve did not do – what you and I have not done:  He fulfilled the Law of God.  Matthew 5:48 says: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  Have you done that?  I know I haven’t.  Jesus is the only one who has followed this command.  Jesus is the only one who has obeyed God’s Law perfectly.  And thank God he did.  Romans 5:19 
For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

Secondly, it is important that Jesus is man because he took the punishment we humans have earned.  He suffered in our place.  He was our substitute – human in place of human.
2 Corinthians 5:21
 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Hebrews 2:14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil

Because Jesus is human, he is able to obediently fulfill the Law, and is able to be our substitute under God’s judgment.

Why is it important that Jesus is God?

Firstly, because his suffering and death did not just pay for the sins of one, but for the sins of all who trust in him.  And God has said that he dearly wants to give that gift of life to everyone in the world.
Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

1 Timothy 2:4
[God] wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Secondly, because Jesus is God, he has the power to defeat the devil and break the bonds of death, and eternal life is ours because of him.

2 Timothy 1:9-10
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

John 14:19
[Jesus said] Because I live, you also will live.

Because Jesus is God, his sacrifice pays for the sins of the whole world, and he has broken the power of death and the devil.



Today we begin a week in the year where we remember the greatest love story ever told.  The Almighty Creator of the Universe became a man and submitted himself to indignities at human hands – and more than that – submitted himself to the wrath of God.  And he did it all because he loves us.  

In the Old Testament reading for today, Isaiah’s suffering foreshadows that of Jesus.  Isaiah 50:6
I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.

In this reading, it says: “I offered my back” and “I did not hide my face”.  In the same way, Jesus’ suffering is voluntary.  As God, at any time, he could have stopped it.  But as man, he chose to lay down his life.  He chose to save us.  John 10:18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 

Philippians 2:7-8
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross!

All the more reason for us to join with those who cheered Jesus in today’s gospel reading: “Hosanna!” and  “Praise God!”  Our loving Savior did what we could not do, and paid the price for our failure.  Because of this act of love, we join in the hymn of heaven and earth and praise our True God and True Man – Our Savior Jesus.

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 4:10-11

May God give us faith to grasp that wonderful truth, and may he give us boldness to acknowledge it to a world that desperately needs to know about the loving God who became man to save us all.  Amen.

