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Revelation 14:6-7		Romans 3:19-28	John 8:31-36		Matthew 11:12-19

What are you waiting for?  You’ve been meaning to read the Bible more.  You’ve been meaning to get involved with Lutheran Mission Society.  Or to have a more regular prayer life.  Or to talk with that neighbor about Jesus.  Or to tell your family member that you love them.  What are you waiting for?

It’s easy for us to get comfortable with the way things are.  It’s familiar and simple and pleasant.  It’s hard to do something new or to let a bad habit fall away.  


Today we remember the Reformation of the church.  Over time, the Christian church had fallen into a comfortable pattern.  Error had made its way in.  It had become easy to just go through the motions – to let the complacency of human nature run its course – to give in to pride and greed and apathy.

Through many brave and faithful Christians, God worked to reform the church – to bring it back to God’s Word.  Instead of an empty faith based on human works or money or good intentions, the Reformation helped people once again understand the central truth of the Bible: God loves us and has fixed the broken relationship between him and us through the work of his Son.  God does this; not us.  From our reading today – Romans 3:20-22
For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

We live with this great knowledge:  We don’t earn our salvation; God gives it to us for free!  

Freed from the burden of trying to save ourselves, we seek to live in freedom from sin – to live in a way that children of God live – to show others this amazing love that we know so well.  But sometimes it’s hard.  Error makes its way in.  It’s easy to just go through the motions.   To let the complacency of human nature run its course – to give in to pride and greed and apathy.  
Romans 7:21-25
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



Thank God indeed!  He doesn’t leave us to ourselves.  As God worked to reform the Christian church all those years ago, God continually works to reform each of us.  He works by coming into direct contact with us in Word and Sacrament.  Something powerful happens to a person at baptism.  Something powerful happens to a person when they participate in the Lord’s Supper.  Something powerful happens to a person as they hear God’s Word.  Through these things, God is erasing sin, strengthening faith, and granting the ability to truly love others.

For us Christians, the power of sin in our lives has been permanently broken.  We are no longer slaves to our selfishness and greed and anger and pride.  In today’s gospel reading, Jesus talks about the liberating power of God’s love.  John 8:34-36
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Left to ourselves, we get stuck in a repeating loop of sin – we continue to do those things which damage us and hurt others.  Through Jesus, we experience a reformation.  We become children of God who are free to live in a different way – free to help and heal and love others – free to show the world what God is like by being his representatives.  

That’s not to say we won’t struggle.  We are still sinners as long as we live on earth.  But we’re sinners that know what it means to be forgiven.  When we fall, God lifts us up again.  When we hurt ourselves or others, God’s love continues to work to heal those wounds.  We are sinners, but God’s love is more powerful than sin.  Again our reading from Romans says it plainly.  
Romans 3:22-24
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.

So if failures are forgiven, what are you waiting for?  If there’s no risk, why not take that next step in becoming more like a child of God?  Why not try to commit to more Bible time?  Why not try to take time to help the less fortunate?  Why not try to invite someone to learn more about Jesus?  


But sometimes maybe it’s not a fear of failure.  Maybe it’s some lack of confidence or weakness of spirit.  God knows that concern as well, and addresses it directly.  2 Timothy 1:7
for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
How do we live like the children of God we are?  It’s not by our own power, but by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is one of God’s greatest gifts to us Christians: he helps us overcome our sinful nature and become creatures of heaven – agents of God’s love in a loveless world. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-19
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Our old, weak self is reformed by the power of the Spirit.  With God’s power behind us, we can be confident and bold as we work to live a life of love.

The ultimate goal of course, is to share Jesus with the world.  That’s the vision recorded in our reading from Revelation today.  We have, as Revelation 14:6 says, “an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people” – a gospel that brings the same reformation to other people as we are already experiencing – a reformation from sinner to saint – a reformation from slave to free – a reformation from weakness to strength.  

It’s an on-going process, but one that will lead to the happiest life possible here on earth, and ultimate happiness in heaven.  Philippians 1:6
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

What are you waiting for?  You’ve been meaning to read the Bible more.  You’ve been meaning to get involved with Lutheran Mission Society.  Or to have a more regular prayer life.  Or to talk with that neighbor about Jesus.  Or to tell your family member that you love them.  

Live your faith.  Share your love.  God is forgiving you with his love and reforming you with his power.  Be the child of God you are.  

