Revelation 7:9-17				1 John 3:1-3			Matthew 5:1-12

Why are you still here?  …I mean, why are you still on earth?  If you have saving faith, why doesn’t God just take you to heaven?  That would make sense.  Did you hear today’s reading from Revelation?  Heaven sounds awesome!  

I mean, earth is great… but I’m only 51, and my back hurts a lot and I seem to be getting more anxious about everything as I get older.  Other people are disappointing.  I’m disappointing.  How much more of that is ahead of me?

And I know for some people, life is really hard.  Serious health issues, family or relationship troubles, stress at work, the loss of loved ones…  

Last Monday was All Saints Day.  We observe it today with our readings about heaven and salvation.  We miss those who have gone before, but we wouldn’t wish them back.  They’re in heaven!  We look forward to that ourselves.  And it’s not just a change in setting.  Today’s reading from 1 John says there’ll be a change in us too.

1 John 3:2
“What we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him”

We’ll be like God?  Sinless and perfect?  What will that even be like?  No back pains?  No anxiety?  No regret?  I can’t even imagine.  

So why are we still here? 

The Bible speaks to that question a lot, actually.  When somebody asked Jesus that question: what is the greatest commandment – what does God want?  He said this:

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:37-38)

Why are you still here?  To love.  ..to love God.  …to love other people.   

What does that look like?  Well, maybe we’ve have had people in our lives who are now gone, but were good examples of God’s love.  Maybe those saints are an inspiration for us in regard to love.

But of course the Bible is the best place to look.  There are lots of verses about Christian love  

Galatians 6:2
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Philippians 2:4
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

1 Peter 4:8
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.

But I have to admit, I hear Bible verses like that, and I don’t think about all the times I did that, I think about all the times I didn’t.  I could have helped, I could have listened, I could have loved, but I was too tired, or too awkward, or too busy – or whatever excuse I want to come up with.  

God’s great command: Love.  I don’t measure up.  I fail.  We all do - even the greatest saints we celebrate today.  

But it’s not about our love.  It never was.  

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 5:8
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 3:1
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God; and so we are.

1 John 3:16
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us

God commands us to love, but only after he has shown us what love is. God’s great love moves us to love others, or as 2 Corinthians 5:14 puts it: “the love of Christ controls us”  

Why are you still here?  So God can fill you with so much love, it pours out into the world.  

2 Corinthians 5 also describes how God’s kind of love shows itself in a believer:

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  (2 Corinthians 5:16-20)

Why are you still here?  To tell people about God’s love.  To tell them about Jesus.

But maybe you don’t feel like you’re very good with talking about Jesus.  That’s ok.  The Bible has some advice there too: Live your life, Christian!




Look at our gospel reading for today.  This actually isn’t a list of personality traits and behaviors that Christians should try to have.  We’d all fail at that.  
All of these are different ways of talking about our walk with God. This describes what someone is like who has faith.  

Blessed are the poor in spirit: the spiritually poor acknowledge there is nothing they can do to earn salvation
Blessed are those who mourn: those who mourn over sin and its effects
Blessed are the meek: those who are humble before God and admit their need for him
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: those who desire God’s salvation – being made righteous through Jesus Christ
Blessed are the pure in heart: Who makes us pure but God himself?  The “pure in heart” are those who have faith in God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: Those who carry Jesus with them into the world bring the “peace that passes understanding”
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: Who are the righteous?  We are… believers.   Having a relationship with Jesus by definition puts us in conflict with the sinful world.

This list just describes what we already are.  Or 1 John 3:2 puts it: “Beloved, we are God’s children, now”

Right after this passage in Matthew is one that makes our purpose crystal clear:  

Matthew 5:14-16
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Why are you still here?  To show other people what faith in Jesus does to a person.  It makes them a light.  It shows the world how knowing God’s love can help us face any difficulty, and it shows the world that knowing God’s love makes the good things of this world even better! 

So why are you still here?  Let’s finish this church service, so you can get out there and love people, and tell them Jesus loves them too. May God help us all do that for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.



