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Acts 20:17-35				Revelation 7:9-17			John 10:22-30

Has he spoken to you?  I mean God.  

I was just talking with some Christian friends about this.  We were talking about whether God might speak to you at crucial times in your life – big troubles or big decisions or even times of danger.  

There is certainly precedent for it.  God speaks to many people in the Bible.  Lots of Old Testament believers of course – Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Elijah… That list is pretty big.  But how about New Testament times?  
Hebrews 1:1 says this:

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son

So does that mean in the New Testament age, God no longer speaks to people like he did in the Old Testament?  Our first reading for today has Paul saying that the Spirit let him know more than once that if he went to Jerusalem he would be imprisoned.  God spoke to him. There are other examples too - Agabus, who confirmed what God had said to Paul.  Ananais, the one who healed Paul of his blindness after he was called by God on the road to Damascus.  Peter heard God.  So did John.  

So perhaps God does still speak to people?  He certainly could do it if he wanted – he’s God. And turning to God for answers is good.  God does promise his peace when we bring our concerns to him.  Philippians 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus

The people in today’s Gospel reading were looking for answers when they asked Jesus flat out if he was the Messiah.  His answer to them was that he had been telling them all the time – by what he was doing.  He said: “The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me”

Now I’m thinking about Hebrews 1:1 again: “…he has spoken to us by his Son”  
Jesus’ actions alone tell us everything we need to know about God. 

John 15:13
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The Bible has a complete account of Jesus’ actions – four complete accounts.  They tell the whole story of his astounding love for us. His actions tell us how God feels about us.

But not only do we have the account of Jesus’ actions, we have his words.  And did you hear what he says in our Gospel reading today?

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one. (John 10:27-30)

Do you hear him?  God I mean.  

He is speaking to you, in the very words of Jesus. And he calls himself your shepherd.  And he says that he holds you in the palm of his hand.  

Paul warns us in today’s first reading that there will be other voices.  He compares them to wolves among the sheep.  There are many such warnings in the Bible.  But Jesus says: “my sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”.  

Do you know why the shepherd/sheep metaphor is a good way to think about God and us? There is actually more than one reason.

One similarity is that sheep have no natural defense against predators except for running away.  The shepherd defends them. When King David described his time as a shepherd, he said he had even gone one-on-one against lions and bears. And how much more than that can our Loving Shepherd defend us against things we have no defense against – the devil, the world, and our sinful selves.

Romans 8:31
If God is for us, who can be against us?

John 10:28 
[Jesus said:] “no one will snatch them out of my hand”.  

Another similarity is that sheep tend to wander.  They don’t pay attention to dangerous situations, and can often become even physically stuck somewhere, needing rescue.  We are like that too.  A hymn writer said it this way: “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the God I love”  But God will search for the one lost sheep.  He will rescue the one who is stuck.   

Luke 19:10
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.

Romans 5:8
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Still another similarity - sheep learn to recognize and follow the voice of their shepherd.  When two or more flocks are mingled at a water source or in a confined area, their respective shepherds need only to call them, and the sheep separate themselves from one another.  Sheep recognize their own shepherd’s voice. We, too, are always learning to listen to the voice of Jesus.  In this world full of voices that compete for our attention, we want to hear Jesus, and follow him. Why?  Earlier in John chapter 10, Jesus explains this to the crowd – He says 

 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  John 10:9-10

Jesus’ goal for us is the same goal a shepherd has – the welfare of the sheep.  And this good life he offers, which begins right here and now, continues on in heaven.  And in the vision of heaven that God gave John in Revelation, Jesus is a sheep too - The Lamb of God, the one who took our place as a sacrifice for sin.  And this Great Substitution means that we will be with our Shepherd forever in heaven, where we will experience his love and care face-to-face. Revelation 7:16-17 – 

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

You may or may not have had a time in your life when you felt God was speaking to you.  But the truth is, God is speaking to you all the time – in the actions and words of Jesus.  His message is clear.  He says: “I love you.”  And he says: “Follow me.”



Perhaps one more song lyric before I finish.  It’s a song I sang in Sunday school as a boy.  And honestly, it covers everything I’ve said to you this morning – maybe I could’ve just read this for the message.

I am Jesus little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need, and well provides me,
Loves me every day the same,
Even calls me by my name

Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.

Who so happy as I am,
Even now the Shepherds lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,
There within his arms to rest.



May God grant it to us all for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

